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Shuster Statement on Voting Against the Democrat
Government Takeover of Health Care

Washington, D.C. — This evening, the House will vote on one of the most important
pieces of legislation in fifty years. Congressman Shuster has opposed the Democrats’
reform proposal from the start and will vote no. Shuster issued the following statement
in advance of the House vote:

“Tonight, the House will vote on legislation that will reshape our nation. The federal
government will take control over one sixth of our private economy in order to extend
government approved health care across America. Never before in our history has such
an important issue been brought to the floor on a party line vote. In fact, the only
bipartisan agreement on this bill has been the opposition against it.

No one disputes the need for health care reform in America that lowers costs and protects
those with pre-existing conditions, but this bill is not the answer. The reality is that we
cannot even afford the government we have today and we cannot afford the disastrous
fiscal and economic consequences this bill will place on future generations.

The Democrats’ bill will create a $2.4 trillion entitlement when fully implemented. Our
deficit, already dangerously in the red, will grow by $662 billion in 10 years. The bill
raids Medicare and Social Security to pay for these new entitlements and will require
$529 billion in new taxes while national unemployment hovers around 10 percent. This
health care bill is nothing short of a road map to fiscal insolvency.

One of the cornerstone principles of this nation is that we have a government by the
consent of the governed. For over a year, the President and Congressional Democrats
have pushed this health care plan over the vocal objections of the American people, my
own constituents and House Republicans who have offered solutions only to be denied at
every turn.

It didn’t have to be this way. Health care reform could have been achieved through
bipartisan cooperation and a sharing of ideas between the political parties. The American
people deserve better than this.”
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